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Valuable Books Published by Greeley McElralh. 



$cial Documents, Original Letters, Essays and 
; on the subject of American Labor, many of them 
Expressly for the work— among others we mention 
ring j 

mdamental Fallacy of the Free Trade Economists 
rative value of Foreign and Home Trade — By Wm. 

jon and th Farming Interest — By Mr. Fisher, of 

! riff Question — By E. C. Delavan, of Albany. 

>ars of Free Trade — By J. P. Kennedy, of Md. 

0 uld a Tariff do for the Laborers of this Country? 

- of Protection and Non-Protection, 
is deemed unnecessary to enlarge upon, the Con* 
jje work undoubtedly forms the most important, 
it and useful publication which was ever issued on 
cts of the Tariff, Protection to Labor, and Statistics 
rriculture, Commerce and Manufactures of the Uni- 
[It is the only complete and standard work ex- 
iese subjects.] . . 

'welve persons clubbing together, and remitting nine 
vill receive twelve copies^ 

1 he American Laborer may be obtained of Redding 
Boston, and of all the Agents of The Tribune. 
GREELEY & McELRATH, 

Tribune Buildings, New-York. 
AMERICAN FAMILY MAGAZINE. 
he Cheapest Work ever published in the 
States.— -The first part of the American Family 
»; or General Abstract of Useful Knowledge, a work 
/useful in families, and calculated to arrest the at- 
iwaken the curiosity, and enlighten the understaud- 
ie young. Illustrated with 3000 Engravings. To be 
d in 1G Numbers of 203 to 240 pages each, at 25 cents 
>er; and each number will contain near 200 Engravings. 
?he First No. was issued on the 15th day of Febru- 
and one No. issued on the 1st and 15th of every 
itil completed. 

GREELE Y Sc McELRATH, Tr ibune Buildings. 

LECTUReFoN GEOLOGY. 
octor Lyell’s Lectures on* Geology. — The se- 
;ion of these celebrated Lectures as reported for The 
is now ready. It contains an Engraved Frontispiece, 
g an ideal section of part of the Earth’s Crust, with 
ions. It will also contain a general Introduction to 
not before published. Lecture I embraces the fol- 
ubjects: Auvergne, Lacustrine Period, Volcanic Pe- 
iption of Coseguina, Mount Dor. Lecture II, The 
Strata, Marine Strata, Periods, Auvergne District, Sub- 
es, Mount -Etna. Lecture III, Upheaval and Subsi- 
the Earth, Naples, Temple of Serapis, Monte Nuo- 
•ture IV, Coral Reefs, Coral Islands. Lecture V, 
f Coal. Lecture VI, Fossil Foot-prints. Lecture VII, 
>n of the Falls of Niagara. Lecture VIII, Boulders 
ergs. 

; above is also added in this edition, a Sketch of the 
of Dr. J. Augustine Smith, delivered before the 
i of Natural History on the -9th of December last on 
erent Races of Men. 

’rice per single .copy 25 cents. _ Postmasters remitting 
lar will be entitled to five copies. 

. GREELEY & McELRATH, 

Tribune Buildings, New-York. 

' THE 

j L I F K AND SPEECHES 

OF 

HENRY CLAY, 

:te in two volumes, of over 1100 large pages, 
WITH THREE ENGRAVINGS! 

THE WHO LE FOR ON E DOLLAR! 

The Publishers of the New-York Tribune have ef 
in arrangement .with Mr. James B. Swain, propne- 
the only full and illustrated collection of the 
JHES OF HENRY CLAY', preceded by a Bio- 
al Memoir of the Great Statesman and Orator of the 
and " mbellished by three Superb Engravings — by 
th . ”, be er. > ' to publish, from Mr. Swain’s 

fr m '% of that work for the People, in 

r ; ' a unprecedently low 



II. THE SPEECHES OF MR. CLAY, from 1S1CT- 
to IS 12 inclusive, carefully collected from various sources 
for this work, compared and corrected, and all restored to 
the first person — many of them having been only reported in 
the third person — “Mr. Clay said” so and so, and “lie urged,” 
&c., instead of giving his own vigorous and graceful diction, 
without interpolation or dilution. No collection of Mr. 
Clay’s Speeches at all comparable with this, in complete- 
ness or correctness, has ever before appeared. 

Each Speech is prefaced by a brief introductory paragraph 
explaining the circumstances which called it forth, and, 
whenever it is desirable and not otherwise indicated, a note 
at the'" end-gives the fate of the measure under discussion. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 

I. A PORTRAIT OF HENRY CLAY", from an 
original painting by Linen, engraved by Prud’homme. 

II. A Y r IEW OF THE BIRTHPLACE OF HEN- 
RY' CLAY, in « The Slashes of Hanover,” Virginia^en- 
graved on steel. 

III. An Engraved FAC-SIMLE OF A LETTER 
FROM MR. CLAY. 

Such is the character — such are. the contents of the edi- 
tion of THE LIFE AND SPEECHES OF HENRY 
CLAY, which the subscribers now offer to the public in 
two large volumes of 1100 pages, for One Dollar. It 
will be beautifully printed, on fair, white paper, and neatly 
put up in flexible covers. It is afforded cheaper than any 
such work ever was before, because we hope to give it the 
largest circulation ever attained by any.. 

Price $1 for the whole work, $10 per dozen, $30 per 
hundred. Subscriptions and orders are solicited. 

Respectfully, GREELEY Sc EcELRATH, 

160 Nassau street, New-Y r ork. 
The exceedingly low price at which this work is to 
he published absolutely precludes the possibility of dispos- 
ing of it, in any instance, on terms other than cash in hand. 
Our friends will therefore understand that, however respon- 
sible they may be, we must adhere with the utmost strist* - 
ness to the cash principle. 

Almost every village, certainly almost every town, 
will be able to form clubs of twenty-four. And in all cases 
where the money ($20) for 24 copies, or over is sent through 
the Post Office, and a certificate taken from the Post Master, 
it may be sent at our risk, and the Post Master will be enti- 
tled to one copy gratis. 

It is particularly requested that all orders be accompanied 
by specific directions as to the manner in which the books 
shall be. forwarded, and when unaccompanied by such speci- 
fic directions, the books so ordered will be neatly put up in 
bundles or boxes, and the name and place of destination leg- 
ibly marked thereon, and the boxes or packages retained- in 
our wareroom until called for, or directions given as to the 
manner of their shipment. The publishers will not. hold 
themselves responsible beyond their shipment, or delivery 
to order.- { G. & M. 

New-York, Jlpril. 1343. 

tyjz* The following works are also for sale wholesale and 
retail at the office of the TRIBUNE. 

TETER SIMPLE,' by Capt. Marryat. Price 25 cents. 
JACOB-FAITHFUL, by Capt. Marryat. Price 25 cents. 

BEAUTIES OF, REV. JOHN YVESLEY", containing 
the most interesting Passages, selected from his whole 
works, with a Memoir of his Life, &c. This is a beauti- 
ful little volume, very neatly done up. Price 18| cents. 

ELEMENTS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY, em- 
bracing the general principles of Mechanics, Hydrostatics, 
Hydraulics, Pneumatics, Acoustics, Optics, Electricity, 
Galvanism, Magnetism, and Astronomy. Illustrated by 
several hundred engravings. By Leonard D. Gale. 
Price 37 £ ceuts. 

LIFE- OF JOHN C. CALHOUN. Price lOi cents. 

•FE OF HENRY CLAY. Price Gj- eents, $3 per 100 
jpies. 
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On the fifth clay of February 183G, the Rev. John 
R. Hutchison, Principal, of the Preparatory De- 
partment of the College of Louisiana, appeared in 
person before the Trustees of said Institution, for 
the purpose of vindicating his character from charges 
touching his veracity in his official Report of the num- 
ber of Students in. the Department during the prece- 
ding Session. The remarks and explanations of Mr. 
Hntchison, satisfied the Board that his report relative 
to the number of students, was true and faithful and 
he was acquittedof all immorality and dishonesty in 
this particular. A few minutes after Mr. Hutchison 
had withdrawn from the presence of the Board, a 
communication was received from the Rev. James 
Shannon, President of the College, charging Mr. Hut- 
chison with a number of other derilections from duty 
and misfeasances in office. So soon as Mr. Hutchison 
had read the charges alleged against him, he addres- 
x sed the Board a letter, positively denying the truth of 
many of Mr. Shannon’s statements, and asking the 
privilege of appearing personally before the Board, in 
order to “ explain what is dark, and rebut what is 
false, ” in the President’s communication. The Trus- 
’ tees, taking into consideration the' serious nature of 
the charges, resolved to adjourn for the space of twen- 
ty days, in order that Mr. Hutchison might have suffi- 
cient time to make a written response to the charges. 
The meeting of the hoard on the day appointed result- 
ed in the dismission of Mr. Hntchison from the Insti- 
tution. 

For the purpose of satisfying a candid Public res- 
pecting the merits of this controversy, the communi- 
cation of President Shannon containing the charges— 
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the written response of Mr. Hutchison to said charges 
— and the mysterious and anomalous decision of the 

Board in the case, — are here submitted. 

. ' , •' ■* 

I. President Shannon’s Communication. 

College La. Jackson, Feb. 4, 1838. 

To the Board of Trustees of the College of 
Louisiana. 

Gentlemen, 

Having been clothed by your resolution 
of the • — day of December last, with a supervision 
of the Preparatory Department of this Institution, 
and with the power of a r pointing Assistant Tutors 
under certain restriction:-, I avail myself of' this meet- 
ing to report how far I have acted under the resolu- 
tion aforesaid. 

* As the urgency of the case required immediate 
action, and as I understand from the last report of the 
Principal of the Preparatory School, as well as from 
the resolution of the Board of Trustees, that there 
were no Assistants then in the employ of the depart- 
ment,.! took measures forthwith to engage such an 
Assistant, as I believed would be most suitable, and 
who might be on the ground at the beginning of the 
Session. Such a man I regarded Mr. Hosford, who 
has been for 12 months past the Principal of the Mont- 
pelier Academy, in the adjoining Parish of St. Hele- 
na ; and ol whose capacity and success as a Teach- 
er I had been Informed in such a way, ns left me no 
room to doubt. Accidentally meeting with Mr. Hos- 
ford in New-Orieans,; I offered him the situation of 
Assistant with llie salary authorised by the Board, 
which was the same he was getting, at Montpelier. 
He agreed to come in the event of a certain contin- 
gency, that might release him from his engagement in 
St. Helena, and which would be determined in a few 
days. On my return front the "city I informed Mr. 
Hutchison of what I had done. He complained that 
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his rights were violated in the resolution under which 
I acted ; that the Trustees had no i ight to pass such 
a resolution ; that he alone had the right of employ- 
ing his Assistants ; that he had accordingly made a 
conditional engagement with one ; and that if Mr. 
Hosford came, he should neither have a class to teach 
nor a room to teach them in. It is due to Mr. Hut- 
chison however, to state that after he had an interview 
with Mr. Fishburn, he told me, if Mr. Hosford came 
on, there would be no difficulty, as he had ascertained 
from the Secretary that the resolution gave me more 
power than he had previously supposed. He thought 
however that I ought to withhold the situation from 
Mr. Iiosford, or at least advise him not to accept it 
till the Trustees should 1 . e another meeting, when 
I refused to do so, he said, if Mr. Hosford came he 
would. himself advise him to that effect. 

As soon as I understood that Mr. Hosford declined 
coming, I immediately waited on Mr. Hutchison to 
inform him of the fact, and to ascertain who it was 
that he had conditionally engaged, intending, if I ap- 
proved of the appointment to remove all difficulty by 
confirming it. He told me it was Mr. Hinckley ; but 
that he would not accept. 

Hoping then that all the difficulty was removed and 
desirous of having a good and distinct understanding 
—I asked Mr. Hutchison, if he acknowledged my 
right to act under the resolution of the Board, and if 
he would take such action in goo’d part. He replied 
— that if I acted at all under the resolution of the 
Board, he would immediately assemble th.e students, 
tell them that he was no longer at the head of the de- 
partment, withdraw at once from the Institution, re- 
move those under his control, and write to the parents 
of the balance. 

Not supposing that the Trustees would hold me 
justifiable for refusing to comply with their requisition 
on such grounds, X proceeded to appoint Mr. Burke, 
a young gentleman, who has had considerable experi- 
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ence in teaching, and is said to have been hitherto quite 
successful. Mr. B. consented to aceept the appoint- 
ment temporarily, to leave at the expiration of six 
months if his farther services should not be desired, 
and with a compensation for the present of 750 dollars 
per annum ; with the expectation however, that should 
he prove a valuable Assistant, be continued in the em- 
ploy of the Department, and believed to merit a high- 
er salary, it should be increased accordingly. Not 
doubting that Mr. Burke was qualified for the duties 
he would have to perform, and particularly as he 
consented to be employed on the preceding terms, I 
appointed him forthwith ; and he has from that time 
been engaged under Mr. Hutchison in performing 
such duties as Mr. H. assigned him. These particu- 
lars are stated to the Board, that they may know how 
far I have complied with their resolution relative to 
the appointment of Assistants, and a part of the diffi- 
culties I have had to contend with in so doing. 

Held responsible to the Trustees as I consider my- 
self under the aforesaid resolution for a general su- 
pervision of the department, there are several other 
circumstances which I feel bound to lay before the 
Board. Some days elapsed after the beginning of 
the Session before any classes were organized, or any 
exercises commenced in the Preparatory Department. 
Reports had gone abroad, that it had no teachers and 
was broken up. Knowing already the opinions of 
Mr. Hutchison relative to the resolution of the Board 
clothing me with the supervision of the department, I 
felt unwilling to act unless compelled to do so by the 
necessity of the case. On the third day I think frorr 
the beginning of the term, I was informed that tl 
Students were preparing to leave ; that no exe 
had commenced at that time, and that ( acco 
to the report of the Scholars ), Mr. Hutchison 
just called them together and told them that he wouia 
not be prepared to teach for sometime, with otfier re- 
marks leaving it quite uncertain when or whether at 



all, he would commence school. About the same 
time he stated to Judge Scott, that the classes would 
not be fully organized for some weeks, and to two res- 
pectable ladies in town, that he was going to New- 
Orleans in a few days and expected to be absent for 
some time. The same statement in substance he made 
to myself Learning that the school was in danger of 
being broken up if I did not interfere, I went immedi- 
ately to Mr. Hutchinson and told him what I had 
heard. He denied the truth of the statements attribu- 
ted to him in the school, and charged the information 
I had received to bad advisers, who wished to set us 
by the ears. I could not obtain from him, howevei . 
any definite avowal of what he intended to do. The 
most I could learn from him was, that he had the en- 
tire control of that department, that the Trustees had 
infringed his rights and made themselves liable to be 
impeached and lose their -^charter. _ that they had 
nearly destroyed the Department already by the man- 
ner in which they treated him ; that in consequence 
of this treatment, people would not send their children 
to the Institution till the Trustees restored him to those 
rights which had been taken away. He gave me to 
understand, that having rightfully the entire control 
of that Department, he would make' such arrange- 
ment as he thought best, and hold himself responsible 
to the Board of Trustees. ' Though informed in this 
indirect way, that it was business with which I had 
no right to meddle, I nevertheless told him, that such 
was die state of things; and such were the reports - 
abroad relative to the Department as to make it in 
jQ-mpioion essential to the preservation of the Insti- 
*-bat the classes be organized and the business 
nf too-?- "eminence forthwith. With this expres- 
' ea ^ ftm i ? V'-H him, not having obtained how- 

sion of opinion lw from him what he would 

ever, any definite expressioh Vne( j that the school had 
°‘ . shortly afterwards, I leaihTow it proceeds I must 
partially gone into operation. HmetMr. H. does not 
earn rom the reports of others, asputation. 
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recognise my right to interfere. One thing I have 
heard from Mr. Phares, which if true, needs to be 
remedied. It is said that Mr. H. is absent from the 
school a great part of the time, and the boys mean 
while strolling about as they please. It seems admit- 
ted by universal consent, that in Primary Schools, the 
Teacher should be regularly present in the school 
room, teaching and seeing that the scholars are attend- 
ing to their duties. Perhaps however, the regulations 
<?f the Trustees in this case may be different. ' 
One other point I feel bound to make known to 
the Board. While Mr. Hutchison was stating that 
people would not send their sons because the Trustees 
had treated him so badly, he was himself using means 
to keep students away. For proof of this, (in addi- 
tion to his conduct and statements reported above, 
which were as well calculated to accomplish the object 
as if that had been the express design) if farther 
proof be necessary, I refer to Mr. Tiernan of this 
town. M. K. informed me a few days ago, that he 
had sent his son to school at the beginning of the Ses- 
sion, and that Mr. Hutchison had sent him back. It 
must be borne in mind also, that this young man is 
one of those' who were preparing to enter the Fresh- 
man class next commencement. To interrupt his 
studies and those of his class at the present juncture, 
is to break into our next Freshman class so far as the 
Preparatory Department can do it, and inflict at a 
critical moment, a severe, perhaps a deadly blow on 
the College. All which is respectfully submitted, 



, JAMES SHANNON, - -■ 

President of the College oFadisiana. 
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II, Mr. Hutchison’s Response to tiie above 
Communication. 

To the Board of Trustees o'f the College 
* • ' .of Louisiana. 

Gentlemen, 

I now address myself to the unpleasant, but ne- 
cessary task of vindicating my character as an officer 
of your Institution, from charges brought against me 
. in the communication of President Shannon, bearing 
date, February 4th, 1836. And in doing so, I think 
it due to myself to state, that this duty devolves upon 
me at a period peculiarly inauspicious to its vigorous 
performance.. In consequence of the, unusual mental 
excitement antecedent to, and consequent upon the 
vindication of my character before you on a former 
occasion, united with the ungenerous and unjust as- 
persions cast upon me by many individuals through- 
out this community, my health has been partially im- 
paired, and my nervous system has received a shock 
from which, I fear, it will not speedily recover. Add 
to all this, the painful fact— that I am now to appear 
in the belligerent attitude, of defending my character 
from charges brought against me by a Minister of 
the Gospel , who must have known at the time he 
penned the document containing the charges, that my 
reputation was already bleeding at every pore ; and 
% - ® who, instead of stepping forward, under such cireum- 
I stances, to shield his brother, has thrown all the w'eighi 
' of, his influence into the scale of his accusers.— When 
you take these things into consideration, you can ap- 
preciate the state of my feelings. Painful however, 
as it may be to both you and me, to behold two Min- 
isters of the Gospel of Peace thus arrayed in hostility, 
you Gentlemen can hear me witness, that this has not 
been a war of my seeking. It has been forced upon 
me, and which I must now boldly meet, if I have any 
regard to my own character and reputation. I wish ‘ 
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therefore to be considered solely in the atiitude of self 
defence. But in assuming this attitude, if truth and 
duty call upon me to make statements which impinge 
severely upon my accuser, your candour and gener- 
osity will at once attribute it to the best of motives. 
For it matters not what may be the official posture of 
a man — how elevated his station, how unbounded his 
influence, if he assails the character of the individu- 
al who now adresses you, he attacks one who in such 
a warfare, is bound by every consideration of duty, 
interest and honour, to ward off the impending blows. 
Bear patiently with me then, while I calmly and can- 
didly discuss the merits of the communication in which 
my official character is impugned. And I call upon 
you to bear me < record, if in any thing I “ extenuate 
or set down aught in malice.” And as you are men, 
who I believe, are officially incapable of doing me 
an intentional act of injustice, you will dispassionately 
weigh my words, and determine whether guilt or crim- 
i . inality may be fairly attributable to my conduct. 

In accordance with my determination which I made 
known to you on a former occasion, I now proceed to 
“ explain what is <Plk, and rebut what is false,” in the 
communication ot President Shannon.* And for the 
sake of perspicuity, I shall dissect his communication 
(so far as it relates to myself, ) into parcels ; and 
these parcels I shall denominate CHARGES, (which 
they virtually are) ; and these charges I shall desig- 
: nate by the ordinals — first, second, third, So c. 

: In the beginning of his communication, President 

Shannon states, that acting under a Resolution of the 
' ' Board,, authorising him to employ an assistant Teach- 
■ er in the Preparatory Department, he had made a con- 
ditional engagement with one while on a visit to the 





•In his response to the President’s communication, Mr. H. seems to have 
right which the accused always has, of throwing the bur- 
shoulders of the accuser. No man is required to prove 
brings a charge against another, is bound to substanti- 
retract. Instead of pursuing this course, the. accused 
has contended disadvantageously, by not simply deny* 
upon his opponent the onus probandi. 
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city of New-Orleans. Immediately after this state- 
ment, he proceeds to bring against me — CHARGE 1st 
in words and terms following : viz. “ On my return 
from the City , I injormed Mr. Hutchison of what 
I had done. He complained that his rights were 
violated in the resolution under which 1 had acted." 

Now Gentlemen, it is true that I uttered a complaint 
of this kind. But at the time I uttered t it, I had no 
definite information of the nature of the resolution of 
which I complained. I had then but very recently 
returned from New-Orleans myself, and had not as 
yet been officially informed relative to the transactions 
of the Board during my absence. And as one indi- 
vidual affirmed one thing and another individual sta- 
ted the opposite, I found myself very much in the dark 
respecting your proceedings. And as you all know, 
that ever since I have been connected with the. Insti- 
tution, an express law ,* emanating from your Body, 
has given me the sole power of selecting my own 
Assistants, I naturally concluded that you would not 
revoke that law, without giving me previous informa- 
tion of your intention to do so. And as I had, previ- 
ous to my departure from home, and while I had the 
sole power of doing so, made an engagement with an 
' individual to become an Assistant Teacher, I conclu- 
ded that my engagement was valid, and consequent- 
ly, that all other engagements were null and void. If 
then such were my views — and such had been my ac- • 
tion in reference to an Assistant Teacher— and such 
! likewise had been my power to act— -was not some 
expression of my disapprobation of a epunter resolu- 
lution, perfectly natural ? For here Gentlemen, you 
will perceive that I had made a bona fide contract, 
at a time when all must admit, I had the fall power 
to do so. Consequently, the non-fulfilment of that 
contract would be a breach of faith either upon your 



* The Principal shall have the privilege of selecting his own Assistants, 
subject however, to the rejection or approval, of the Board, at ir ne j; stated 
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part, or upon mine. And as I had made that contract 
as your Agent, my act became your act. These state- 
ments, 1 feel assured, will satisfy every member of the 
Board, that this charge is groundless. 

T 

1 PROCEED NOW TO CHARGE II. 

Mr. Hutchison said “ that he alone had the right 
of employing his Assistants , and that he had ac- 
cordingly made a conditional engagement with one. 

Now the Board will at once perceive from what I 
have already stated, that I had the sole right of em- 
ploying my own Assistants previous to my departure 
from home ; and as I had then acted in the exercise 
of that right, I could not for a moment doubt, but that 
the Board would sanction my act. 

CHARGE III. 

# Mr- Hutchison stated with reference to the indi- 
vidual who had been conditionally engaged by Mr* 
Shannon , 44 that if Mr. Hosford came , he should 
neither have a class to teach , nor a room to teach 
them in.” 
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Gentlemen, this declaration was made by me under 
the same circumstances, and while entertaining the 
same views which actuated me in making the declara- 
tions which Lhave already considered. At the time I 
made this assertion also, so firm was my confidence in 
the justice of my position, that I remarked to Mr. 
Shannon with a considerable degree of pleasantness, 
that although I would esteem it an honour to recog- 
nise him as my superior in the Preparatory Depart- 
ment, I did not then consider him as having anymore 
to do with its internal arrangements, than with the 
. Empire of China. In proof of my position, I put into 
his hands the Laws for the Government of thoPre- 
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paratory Department ” enacted by the Board ; so that, 
among other things, he might read Articles 3d, and 6th 
of Chapter I. which articles read thus $ This Depart- 
ment shall be under the sole direction and superinten- 
dence of the Principal, who shall be accountable 
directly to the Board of Trustees.” Again — The 

Principal shall have the privilege of selecting his own 
Assistants &, c.” — -Now as these laws were in full force 
when I engaged an Assistant, I naturally concluded 
that my' action under them was valid, and therefore 
that my appointment was more binding than his. Such 
were my views, and such was my position, until I read 
the Resolution passed in my absence depriving me of 
my power in ihis particular. And even then I felt un- 
willing to break my engagement as Agent of the Board, 
and admit a man as Teacher whom I had not employ- 
ed, until Mr. Fishburn relieved me of my great em- 
barassment by stating it as his opinion, that as both 
Assistants had been engaged in good faith, the Board 
were bound to pay each of them his respective salary. 

I have thus taken up and explained the first three 
CHARGES brought against me by President Shannon 
And I trust, that every member of the Board - will at 
once perceive, that so far, I have cleared my skirts of 
official guilt. But here the question forces itself irre- 
sistibly on my mind : Why has President Shannon 
stated all these things to the Board ? Does he not 
in the very next paragraph of his communication in- 
form you, that the moment I had ascertained from the 
Secretary the nature aud extent of the Resolution pas- 
sed in my absence, I immediately acknowledged my 
former position to be untenable, and told him in case 
Mr. Hosford came, there would be no difficulty in his 
entering forthwith on the duties assigned him. What 
• possible object therefore could Mr. Shannon have had 
in spreading all these things before the Board, unless 
it was his wish to represent my conduct in an unfa- 
vourable light. Did he wish, by stating these things, 
% to represent me as riot paying him due deference as 
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President of the College? Mr. Shannon, if he re- 
flects a moment, will recollect that I remarked to him 
in his own house, that I would esteem it an honour to 
recognise him as the Head of the Preparatoy Depart- 
ment. Did I not earnestly invite him to attend the 
Examinations of the classes under my care, at the close 
of last session, so that he might be prepared to form 
a correct opinion of both branches of the Institution. 
Or has he reported these things with a view of rep- 
resenting me as unfavourable to a union of the two 
Departments. He will here also do me the justice to 
revert to a conversation, in which I informed him of 
a plan which I thought of proposing to the Board, by 
which this union might be consummated satisfactorily 
to all parties. Indeed several members of the Board 
perhaps can recollect of my remarking to them , that 
the two departments, in my opinion, ought to be thrown 
together, provided I could have equal privileges with 
the other Professors. Does not one member bear in 
mind, that I once facetiously compared the College of 
Louisiana to a Syrian sheep : — all tail, and no head ; 
alluding to the great and glaring inequality in point of 
numbers, which has existed for two years, between 
the two departments, and using this as an argument in 
favour of a union. What possible benefit tfien could 
result from Mr. Shannon stating the substance of these 
our first interviews to the Board, I am at a loss to con • 
ceive. Evidently the manner in which he has stated 
them, could not prepossess any one in my favour. 

The next statement in Mr. Shannon’s communica- 
tion which needs explanation, is that part relating to 
the advice which I said I would give to Mr. Hosford 
in case he came to Jackson. This I denominate 

CHARGE IV. viz.— 
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When Mr. Shannon refused to advise Mr. Hos- 
ford not to accept at present of a situation in' the 
Institution , Mr. Hutchison “said, if Mr. Hosford 
came . wo Id himself advise him U that effect . 
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Now it is time, that I stated to Mr. Shannon in 
presence of Mr. Fishburn,my intention to advise Mr. 
Hosford to this effect. But it is also true, that I de- 
clared at the same time my determination to advise 
the Assistant employed by myself \ likewise not to ac- 
cept; And why did I resolve to give this advice? 
Because ( as had been stated to Mr. Shannon ) the 
Resolution, depriving me of my power to engage As- 
sistants, had grown out of a very unpleasant circum- 
stance. Hence I inferred, that if either Assistant en- 
tered the Institution, he would be liable to be turned 
out at the next meeting of the Board. And I thought 
it would be better that 1 should bear all the drudgery 
of teaching all the students until these, difficulties 
were settled, rather than two decent men should be 
liable to have their feelings mortified by the clashing 
of contending parties. In accordance with these 
views and determinations, I proceeded to advise the 
friend whom I had engaged to stand aloof. But his 
independant needed no advice. He spurned an ap- 
pointment under such circumstances, and immediate- 
ly accepted of a Professorship in a neighboring Insti- 
tution. 

Mr. Shannon will recollect that this my determina- 
tion to give advice to the Assistant provided he came, 
was actually carried into effect in the case of Mr. 
Burke ; to whom I stated the whole difficulty. But 
as Mr. Burke said that he was willing to “ risk it,” I 
immediately received him as a Teacher appointed by 
the President and forthwith assigned him his duties, 
now come to 

! 4 ' . ■ I ■ ; : • 

CHARGE V. which is in these words : — 

“ Hoping that all the difficulty was removed, and 
desirous of having a good and distinct understand - 
ing, I asked Mr. Hutchison, if he acknowledged 
my right to act tinder the resolution of the Board , 
and if he would take such action in good part. 
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He replied , that if I acted at all under the resolu- 
tion of the Board , hd would immediately assem- 
* hie the students , tell them that he was no longer at 
the head of the Department, withdraw at once from 
the Institution , remove those under his control, and 
write to the Parents of the balance” 

Now Gentlemen, I am here represented as a second 
Sampson, resolved, in the event of a certain contin- 
. gency, to rise in my wrath, grasp the pillars which 
support the Institution, upheave the mighty fabric l 
and crush myself and all concerned beneath the tum- 
bling ruins. ! But please hear my version of this 
matter. Mr. Shannon says he asked me if I would 
take his action under the Resolution of the Board, 
clothing him with a supervision of the Preparatory 
Department, “in good part. ” This 1 thought at the 
time, a very singular question for Mr. Shannon to ask. 
For does he not inform you expressly, that I told him, 
if Mr. Hosford came, there would be no difficulty in 
his immediately entering upon the duties assigned him? 
Does he not also state, that he appointed Mr. Burke, 
and I received him and set him at work? 1 ask, 
was not this a recognition of his right to act under 
' the resolution of the Board? Did I not also request 
of Mr. Shannon, in case he saw any of my classes 
acting improperly immediately to report them, so that 
they might be punished? These things I believe 1 
stated to him at the time we. had the interview refer- 
; red to hi the charge. But m the course of that inter- 
view, when I discovered that he construed the resolu- 
tion of the Board in the widest senses — as giving him 
power to come into my recitation room and order all 
of us about as he pleased, I then remarked to him, 
that as I believed the Resolution clothing him with 
power over me, was merely temporary, and would be 
revoked so soon as I had cleared my skirts of the 
charge of lying, 1 thought it unnecessary in him to 
make. any new arrangements in the Preparatory Be- 
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partment, for I confidently expected that my powers 
would be restored to me at the next meeting of the 
Board. But when I thought I discovered, that it was 
his wish, notwithstanding all these things, to take full 
and entire control of every thing connected with the 
preparatory department; I then informed him, as he 
states — that I would “ immediately assemble the Stu- 
dents, and tell them that I was no longer at the head of 
the Department.” And gentlemen, would it not have 
been my duty to do so? Would it not have been all- 
important for the Students to know to whom to look as 
their supreme head? And seeing. that I would retire 
from office, in case Mr. Shannon superceded me. — 
What would have been more appropriate and more 
respectful than for me formally to resign my charge, 
and for him formally to take my place? As it regards 
my determination to “ withdraw at once from the Insti- 
tution,” which Mr. Shannon declares I uttered — All I 



have to say on this point, is — that Mr. Shannon misun- 
derstood me. However pleasing it might have been to 
him, for me to leave the Institution, I had no intention 
of doing it. All I meant by this language (if I uttered 
it) was, that I would withdraw from the supervision 
of the Department. With regard to my removal of 
“those under my controul,” I will say, that in case I 
had acted in this particular, I cannot recognise the 
right which either Mr. Shannon, or the Board of Trus- 
tees, have to call in question my conduct. I am a free 
man, and, the members of my family are under my 
^elusive control - and in case I had AvithdrUwn Any 
of them from the Institution, I would have been merely 
exercising the same unalienable right, which many 

members of the Board have exercised before me. 

With reference to my. ‘writing to' the parents of the 
balance,” I contend that it would have been my duty. 
For as there would in that event,- have been a mate- 
rial change in the government of the Institution, I. 
thought .it all-important that the parents should be 
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department had been pat under my especial care, my 
duty to myself as well as to them, imperiously required 
me to announce to their parents, that they must look 
no longer to me for the guardianship of their sons. 
And moreover — if I am so very unpopular , as some 
would represent me, my removal from office would be 
hailed as a bright harbinger for the College of Louis- 
iana. So much for charge 5th. 

Mr. Shannon next proceeds to lay before the Board 
sundry misfeasances, in office, of which he alleges, I 
have been guilty. And here I meet and rebut 

CHARGE VI. 

t .. 

“ Some days elapsed ajtcr the beginning of the 
Session, before any classes were organized, or any 
exercises commenced in the Preparatory Depart- 
ment .” 



In answer to this charge, I will here state a few 
plain matters of fact. The present session of the Insti- 
tution came in on the 10th of January, which happened 
this year, to be Sunday. I must have sufficient charity 
therefore, for Mr. Shannon, to believe that he would 
not expect me to commence the secular business of 
the Institution on the Christian Sabbath, and thus vio- 
late all good morals, as well as transgress an express 
law enacted by your honorable body. On the second 
day of the term, (i. e. Monday) it rained incessantly, 
and not more than 6 or 8 students appeared. Besides 
this, .the whole of my time on Monday,, was occupied 
in watching at the sick bed of a friend and relative, 
whom I dare not have .left for one hour, and with 
whom I had watched a part of the preceding night. 
In addition to all this, I was weighed down on that 
day, by some other family afflictions. -On Tuesday 
afternoon, notwithstanding I had not closed my eyes 
the whole of the preceding night, and notwithstanding 
mv friend was still very ill, I went up to the College 
and ordered the students (eight or ten in number) to 
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commence their studies and recite the next morning. 
From these statements, the’ Board will judge, whether 
it was “ some days,” or only a day and a half \ before 
the business of 'the Institution commenced; and also, 
whether my conduct, under all these circumstances, 
was not just such as it ought to he. I confess I feel 
grieved that Mr. Shannon should have taken advan- 
tage of the dispensations of Providence in my case, 
to represent me as guilty of a neglect of duty. Nor 
was he wholly ignorant of the causes which detained 
me at home. He knew of the sickness of my friend, 
and made some enquiries respecting his condition. — 
And Mr. Gird, a member of the Faculty, kindly 
called, and offered us any aid in his power. Hence I 
infer, that Mr. Shannon could not have been ignorant 
of the state of my family. Why then, he has reported 
me to the Board for my conduct in this matter, is best 
known to himself. 



•» 






Mr. Shannon next informs you , that “ Reports 
had gone abroad " 1 that the Institution “ had no 
Teac/iers , and teas broken up." 



Of course he mfeans that these “ reports had gone 
abroad,” after the commencement of the session. — 
Here then, I would ask, how did Mr. Shannon ascer- 
tain in so short a time, that such “reports had gone 
abroad?” Before he could know' that a “ report had 
gone abroad,” it would bfe nccessarj that the report 
should first go off— and then come back again to Jack- 
son. : But how could a report go “ abroad” and then 
come back again to Mr. Shannon’s cars, in the short 
space of one day and a half? jand that too, through 
the rain, and over the mud, and across the swollen 
creeks, and also, in a country, where there are neither 
rail-roads, nor carrier-pigeons, nor telegraphic signals! 
How therefore, under such circumstances, “reports 
had gone abroad,” is to me a deep mystery, and how 
Mr. Shannon heard of these reports in so short a time, 
is a deeper mystery still. But if we are to understand 
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by these reports going “ abroad ,” that they were mere- 
0 ly circulated through the village, Mr. Shannon’s state- 
ment is not true; for “ going abroad and staying at 
home, are different things. And if these reports staid 
at home, thqy were worth no man’s notice. Any indi- 
vidual could have ascertained their falsity, by calling 
at my house. 



m 



Mr. Shannon, in his communication, next tells you 
that “ on the third day he thinks, from the beginning of 
the term, he was injprmed that the students were pre- 
paring to leave.” 

Now, to my personal knowledge, no “ students were 
preparing to leave.” True: I gave permission to Mr. 
Albert Newport to go home and return the next morn- 
ing. But certain ones, meddling in matters, which did 
not concern them, advised - him not to go, and he ac- 
cordingly remained. Mr. Shannon, I have no doubt, 
was informed that the students were preparing to leave ; 
but I am not to blame, if he gave credence to that in- 
formation. 

You are next informed by my accuser, that the stu- 
dents had given out word, “ that Mr. Hutchison had 
first called them together,” and addressed them in 
a variety of remarks “ leaving it quite uncertain, or 
whether at all, he would commence school.” 



Now, gentlemen, 1 am not accountable for all the 



tales and tricks of boys. If they informed Mr". Shan- 
non, or his advisers, that such had been my address to 
them, they were only intending to play off a hoax , for 
t A^,=wyhich^ -they ought to be severely -punished, if it could 
be proved upon them. 

Mr. Shannon, still desirous of representing me as 
neglecting my duties, and of carrying on things “ by 
loose ends,” introduces the name of Judge Scott, and 
says, I informed that gentleman, “ thatthe classes would 
not be fully organized for some weeks.” 

I have a distinct, recollection of having made this 












statement to Judge Scott; and as that gentleman has 



feet right to ask what I meant by it, and to call on Mr, 
Shannon for an explanation — which I presume he did. 
But as Judge Scott made no enquiries of me relative to 
this statement, I did not deem it necessary to offer any 
explanation. But so soon as Mr. Shannon heard of 
this conversation, one minute's interview with me, 
would have saved him the trouble of reporting me to 
the Board relative to this matter. I will now inform 
you what I meant by this remark to Judge Scott: — I 
affirm that it is impossible to organize the Preparatory 
Department^!??!/, until after the Teacher of French 
has arranged his classes. Because the French classes 
are composed of some students from all most every 
other class in the Institution. One, for instance, is 
taken out of the Virgil class, two, out of the Latin 
Reader class, three out of the Geography class, &c. 
Consequently, these students must give up their former 
studies, or else the classes from which they are taken, 
must get shorter lessons, or recite at different hours ; in 
order to accommodate those who are studying French. 
The truth of these remarks has been confirmed by 
what has happened since your last meeting. Since 
that time Mr. Barfud has commenced teaching the 
French Language; and for two or three days, a gene- 
ral derangement of the other classes followed. So much 
for what I said to Judge Scott. 4 

Having learned from seven years’ experience as a 
public man, to be influenced very little in my official 
movements by what women say ; and also not recog- 
nising the right which any man has to introduce the 
names of females before the Board, I will pass over 
what Mr. Shannon says he heard from certain “ res- 
pectable Ladies,” and shall meet and answer 

CHARGE VII, viz. . 

* . 

Mr. Shannon declares in words to this effect, that 
I had given him and others to understand, that I was 



going to New Orleans, and expected to be absent for 
some time; Insinuating by this, that I was indirectly 
trying to break up the Institution. 

Now, in this particular, I have been sadly misrepre- 
sented; whether intentionally or otherwise, I will not 
say. If I stated to any persons my intention of going 
to New Orleans, I never failed in every instance to 
state the purpose for which I was going. For that 
purpose was connected with melancholy circumstanc- 
es. Master John Gurley, my eldest brother-in-law, 
has been sadly afflicted for more than a year, with a 
large scrofulous affection, which has rendered him al- 
most as helpless as a child, and which heretofore has 
baffled all medical skill. When in New Orleans, du- 
ring our last vacation, an eminent surgeon informed me 
that, unless I brought him immediately to the city, he 
would soon be past all cure. On Monday, the first 
day of the present term, he was much worse; and I 
determined, the moment his uncle, the Rev. O. S. 
Hinckley was sufficiently recovered to attend to my 
duties in the Institution, that I would take him imme- 
diately to New Orleans, put him under the care of Dr. 
Lusenburg, and return immediately to my post. Here 
then you have the cream of this charge of running 
avfay from my duties. And I would now ask : Gen- 
tlemen, is it not a hard case, that all my acts, even 
those of charity and mercy, have been viewed through 
distorted optics, and. are used as weapons to work out 
my destruction? 

Mr. Shannon next informs you, that after I had de- 
nied all these silly rumors, and attributed them to bad 
advisers, (in which it seems I was not much mistaken) 
I would not give him “ any definite avowel of what I 
intended to do.” 

What kind of an avowal he wanted, I am at a loss to 
conceive. If he wished to know whether I intended 
to commence the business of Instruction, I gave him to 
understand in more ways than one, that the teaching 
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would commence so soon as I could leave my family, 
and so soon as the students assembled ; and this design 
was virtually accomplished on Tuesday . afternoon. I 
will now attend to 



CHARGE VIII. 



Which is the only one that has any foundation in truth. 

w Mr. Shannon represents me as using intemperate 
and disrespectful language, by declaring, that the 
“Trustees had infringed my rights, and made them- 
selves liable to be impeached, and lose their charter j 
that they hadmearly destroyed the Institution already, 
by the manner in which they had treated me. &c. &C.” 
Gentlemen, I affirm most solemnly, taat the conver- 
sation here referred to, was confidential. It was held 
on my front portico, and as the sun was shining hot, 
and my head was uncovered, Mr. Shannon spread his 
umbrella over me while part of the conversation was 
going on. Mr. Shannon, too, was the first to talk 
about confidence, by remarking that “this conversa- 
of course, is private,” or words to that effect. When 
I heard therefore, that this confidential conversation, 
held with a friend and brother, was revealed, my heart 
almost died within me, and I was almost as much 
shocked as Amasa must have been, when Joab ex- 
claimed, “ art thou in health my brother 1 ?” And as he 
pretended to draw near to kiss him, drew his sword and 
smote him under the fifth rib. 

' But in case Mr. Shannon denies that any thing was 
said about confidence , I will give it up, and assume a 
different position: If it vvas not expressed confidence, 
it was implied confidence. For it is always under- 
stood among gentlemen, that indiscreet, off-hand ex- 
pressions are not to be repeated. Why, if I w:ere to 
tell all I have heard members of your own Body say- 
ing with reference to this very business now in discus- 
sion, it would set you all by the ears. But as I knew 
at the time,, that these things were not intended for eve- 
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ry body’s hearing, they can be extorted from me only 
by the tortures of the Inquisition. My Ideas, on con- 
fidence I have gathered from the Bible;* and they 
have been much strengthened by the following histori- 
cal fact, which I have often read and admired: Mr. 

Timothy •Pickering once asked Governor Morris for an 



account of something which had been said to him m 



private discourse by Mr. Jefferson: he replied — “it 
would be indelicate in me to bring forward, publicly, 
the conversation Mr. Jefferson held with me, for he 
certainly could not have intended it for the public; 
. and whatever may have been, or may be, his conduct 
towards me or my friends, there is, I think , a sanctity of 
social intercourse among gentlemen , which ought not to be 
violated . Now if the above named conversation be- 

tween me and Mr. Shannon was confidential, (as it ev- 
idently was) what can he make by it ? I contend that 
words spoken in confidence, are like silent thunder; 
they make no noise, andean do no harm.f 

But desirous of giving Mr. Shannon every advantage, 
I will waive all I have said about confidence, and 
grant that he has the right of telling all he hears. I 
will now state to the Board, that I did make use of 
language full as strong as what is imputed to me. And 
I will proceed to state to the Board my reasons for 
having used language of this nature: In the midst of 
my watchings and anxieties, I ascertained all of a sud- 
den, the full extent of the proceedings of the Board in 
my case, during my absence. Upon the receipt of this 
information, I mentally exclaimed— is it possible, that 
the ' 






Board of Trustees of the College of Louisiana 



*“A tale-bearer reVealeth secrets, but he that is of a faithful spirit, conceal- 
eth the matter.” — Proverbs, 11:. 13. 



tit would be very silly to contend that the President was bound as an officer 
of the Institution, tp report the language of Mr. Hutchison. For how could 
words injure the College? Words can only injure, by being repeated so often, 
. and so extensively, as to become slanderous. But the words here, referred to, 
•could never have become slanderous, as they were spoken in private and in the 
hearing of a supposed friend. Moreover, Mr. H’s words , could no more injure 
the Trustees,, than the words of some of them have injured ..him, when they 
called, him a liar, and threatened him with horse-whipping, cow-hiding, &c. 
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would thus. deprive me of my office, without a mo- 
ment’s warning, and without a hearing! Must I, who 
have heretofore presided over one Department- of the 
Institution, be thus unceremoniously hurled from my 
station as if I were a day-laborer, or a drunken over- 
seer! With such thoughts as these, glowing in my 
bosom, I felt rising within me all the honest indignation 
of an injured man, and in the circle of my immediate 
friends, I pronounced the resolution depriving me of 
my rights as principal of the Preparatory Department, 
unjust. And I will now candidly tel! you why I 
thought so: ' 

On the 19th day of December, 1832, whilst residing 
at Baton Rouge, I received a communication from the 
Secretary of this Board, informing me that I had been 
“unanimously elected Principal of the Preparatory De- 
partment,” of this Institution, with a salary of $1500 
per annum. And in what sense was I elected Princi- 
pal of the Preparatory Department? Why, I was to be 
its sole head and its sole director. I was to have no 
connection with, or accountability to, the President or 
Faculty of the College; I was to be amenable dir.ectly 
to this Board.* Actuated by a desire of becoming 
more extensively useful to the citizens of Louisiana, 
and also desirous of superintending the education of 
the 7 orphan children of my deceased Father-in-law, 
I determined after mature reflection, to accept the ap- 
pointment. Placing most implicit confidence in the 
honor and integrity of this Board, I immediately com- 
inenced' the removal of my large family. I brought 
them away from the place of their birth — the graves 
of their parents ; the scenes of their early associations. 
After great bodily toil and pecuniary cost, I located 
' myself in this place; and immediately commenced the 
arduous and responsible business of superintending the . 

*“ This Department shall have no connection with the Collegiate Depart- 
- tnent.” 

“This Department shall be under the sole direction of the Principal, who 
shall be accountable directly to the Board of Trustees,” SeeLaw3 for the* Go- 
vernment of the Preparatory Department — Chpa- 1, 
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•Any individual who has been elected a Professor. in the College of Louisia- 
na, ought to deliberate well, before coming to a decision to accept. For an 
excitement maybe gotten up against him at a moment’s warning, and his wife 
and children, provided he is dependant upon his salary,, may be cast upon the 
charities of an unfeeling world. 
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•Preparatory Department of the College of Louisiana. 

As a proof of my efficiency and popularity as a Teacher ’ 

3 months after my connection with the Department, the 
number of students rose to 88; and from that period to 
the termination of last Session, the number, notvvith- . 

' standing a variety of untoward circumstances, never 
materially declined. Encouraged by my success and 
usefulness as an officer of the Institution, at the close 
of the first year, I made arrangements for making Jack- 
son my permanent residence. I purchased me pro- 
perty; I erected me a dwelling; I cast in my lot 
with the citizens of this place. And, Gentlemen — I 
am the only officer you have ever had, who has impro- 
ved the town of Jackson. I am the only officer you 
have ever had, who has given incontestible evidence 
that he did not intend to be a bird of passage — but 
that it was his determination to identify all his earthly 
interests with the College of Louisiana. , 

Now upon what firm and immutable rock have I 
based all these my plans, and extended all these my 
prospects? It was upon my firm and immutable faith 
in the honor and integrity of this Board — upon my un- 
shaken confidence, that you, as a corporate body, 
would faithfully discharge your part of a solemn con- 
tract, when you conferred upon me a certain office. — v 

But alas ! two months ago when I was absent from home, 
without a moment’s warning, and without a hearing, 
you saw 7 proper to deprive me of my station. And if 
you. can thus deprive me of my office, you may like-" 
wise, at any moment, deprive me of my salary*— - v r 
Had you given me only six months previous no- 
tice of your intention to pass the said resolution, so 
that I might have made other arrangements for the 
support of my family, you would have been perfectly 
justifiable in these your proceedings. Entertaining, 



therefore, these views and feelings, I used in the hear- 
ing of Mr. Shannon, the language to which he refers, 
and for which he here arraigns me. And I used this 
language for an another reason. The Resolution 
passed in my absence, threw the two Departments of 
the Institution together into a confused mass, giving to 
the President of the College just as much powder, and 
just as much interference in the management of the 
Preparatory Department as he chose to exercise, and 
placing me in a situation where I would be liable to be 
kicked° about like a shoe-black. Now, this I contended 
was exceedingly detrimental to the popularity of the 
Institution, giving to all its proceedings an air of vacil- 
lation and uncertainty. Here too, I beheld the laws 
for the government of the Preparatory Department, 
giving me its exclusive control, and the exclusive privi- 
lege' of selecting my own assistants, in one moment, 
swept from existence, as if they were mere threads of 
gossamer. * 

With such views and feelings, fresh in my mind, ad- 
ded to the extreme mortification of having been called 
a liar, and being threatened with personal violence, 
for having made a true and faithful report of Griev- 
ances in the Institution, I naturally gave vent to my 
sentiments on the subject in words which ought never 
to have been repeated. And seeing that an individual 
to whom I expressed my feelings, and who w r as bound 
to spread the mantle of charity over my failings, has 
betrayed his trust— all I have to say is, that I much 
Tdgret if^ and shall be more careful in future, to! whom 
I unbosom my feelings. • •; : 

Mr. Shannon next proceeds to say some more; things 
about “reports,” and about the Institution going into 
“partial operation,” and about my refusing “ to recog- 
nise his right to interfere, &c.”* but as I have virtual- 

♦Mr. S. in connexion with these remarks, adds, that notwithstanding the ac- 
cused would not recognise his right to interfere, which was not the fact, from 
Mr. S’s own Statement he “still informed Mr. H. that it was essential to the 
preservation of the Instiution, that the classes be organised, and the business 
of Teaching commince, 
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ly answered all these statements already, I will now 
pass on to 

CHARGE IX. 

Which is as follovys : 

Mr. Phares has informed Mr. Shannon, that “ Mr. 
Hutchison is absent from the school a great part of 
the time, and that the boys are meanwhile, strolling 
about as they please.” ° 

' • * ' i 

Now, I would ask : who made Mr. Phares a Ruler 



and a Judge over me? My dictionary tells me that 
the word “Janitor” means a “ doorkeeper!” and does 
not mean a “ superintendent of a Teacher of the Latin 
and Greek.” If, however, Mr., Phares is fond of the 
dead languages, the words of Pliny may be of service 
to him: “ Nc sutor ultra crepidam.” 

But let me meet the charge seriously. It is true, 
that I am oecasionly absent, (as well as Mf. Shannon) 
when I am not engaged in hearing recitations. And 
why ami absent? I am absent sometimes in exam- 
ining the Dormitories, and in looking up truants. I 
am absent also frequently for the purpose of getting 
change — j ~ 



and writing 



out receipts for tuition fees and 



ft 



book bills, which I am often called upon to do. I am 
absent also occasionally for five minutes ata time, for the 
purpose of seeing after a family of eighteen souls. But I 
have been absent a great deal this term, owing to bad 
‘ : health, and also for the purpose of warming my feet 
and quenching my thirst. Because Mr. Phares [al- 
though paid for it] scarcely ever furnished me with a 
warm fire or a pitcher of water. Now if the Janitor 
had only been minding his own business more atten- 
tively, the number of occasions for my absence would 

forthwith.” . When Mr. S. made these remarks, the classes been organized • 
and the business of teaching had commenced. ( Oh! what zeal about nothing.— 
Mr. S. also adds in this part of his communication, that shortly after he had 
learned that the school had partially gone into operation,” It is not known 
what he might have learned from others; this much he learned from Mr. H. 
before leaving him, that the Department had already gone into operation. 

•- -■■■• :V - • • - '■ w v 
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have been greatly diminished. If, however, certain in- 
dividuals, find time to engage in a system of espionage 
of which I am the object, they need to keep a sharp 
look-out. For as I have a great many things to do, 
and must do them in a very short time, and in a pecu- 
liar way, they will require the eyes of Argus, to “ keep 
the run” of all my movements. 

„ ** • As to the charge, that the boys in my absence, are 
“strolling about as they please,” I pronounce it false. 
True: whilst the little boys are confined to the recita- 
tion room, I have given permission to the classical 
scholars, while getting their lessons, to set on the south 
galleries and sun themselves; because they have gen- 
erally no fire in their dormitories — and it is impossible 
for all to get round the sorry, little fire in my apart- 
ment. ’ ' ' - ' 

As to Mr. Shannon’s remark, that “in primary 
schools, the teacher ought to be regularly present,” to 
make the hoys mind their books, I agree with him; 
and have always had this matter attended to. But as 
his remark on this point is calculated to mislead, I will 
here observe, that Mr. Shannon ought to bear in mind, 
that “ The Preparatory Department of the College of 
Louisiana,” is not exclusively a primary school.^— 
Something more is here taught besides reading, wri- 
ting, and arithmatic. Nearly half of our students are 
young men , engaged in the study of the Latin, Greek, 
and French ^Languages. And as I have been teach- 
j i.ig Latin and Greek, more or less since my 1 5th year, 
|; I have discovered by experience, that young men or 
boys engaged in these studies, can make better progress 
ifi preparing their recitations, by being permitted to 
study by themselves. And in this the Board concur 
with me, or else I would not find in the “ laws for the 
government of the Preparatory Department,” the fol- 
lowing requisition: Chapter iii. Article i. “During 
the hours of study every student shall keep his room 
unless called upon to recite, &c " 

9th. 



So much for charge 
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I now come to the last and heaviest CHARGE, which 
if proved against me, seals my doom, and hurls me 
forthwith and forever from the College of Louisiana. 
■'‘One other point I feel hound to make known to 
■the Board. While Mr. Hutchison was stating that 
people woidd not send their sons because the trus- 
tees had treated them so badly , HE WAS HIM- 
SELF USING MEANS TO KEEP STUD ENTS 
AWAY. For proof of this, (in addition to his 
conduct and statements reported above, which were 
as well calculated to accomplish the object, as if that 
had been the express design ) if farther proof be 
necessary, I refer to Mr. Kernan of this town. 
Mr. K. informed me a few days ago, that he had 
sent his son to school at the beginning of the ses- 
sion, and that MR. HUTCHISON HAD SENT 
HIM BACK. It must be borne in mind also, that 
this young man is one of those who were preparing 
to enter the Freshmen Class next commencement 
To interrupt his studies and those of his class 
at the. present juncture , is to break into our next 
Freshmen Class , so far as the Preparation Depart- 
ment can do it, — and inflict, at a critical moment a 
severe, perhaps a dreadful bloiv on the College:' 
Now, here is “ the unkindest cut of all.” I am 
charged with having actually “used means to keep Stu- 
dents away”; with having sent a certain Student home; 
with inflicting perhaps, “ a deadly blow on the Col- 
lege!” Gentlemen, upon the falsity or verity of these 
charges, I am willing to stand or fall. If these things 
areproyed,! ask notfor mercy. At once crush the wretch 
who is thus secretly undermining your Institution. 

But gentlemen, do any of you believe, that I would 
inflict a vital stab upon an Institution, with which all 
my earthly interests are virtually concerned, and from 
which l am deriving my daily bread? That I would 
do an act which would ruin my own property, which 
depends so essentially for its value on the continuance 
of the College in Jackson? Do you believe that a 
man, who, beside his own family, is accountable for 
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the education of and support of six orphan children, 

• and who is apparently tied down for life to this village, 

, would be so bereft of common sense, as to try to de- 
prive himself of his means of livelihood? This charge 

therefore, bears upon its own face, its own refutation 
It is false — totally and unequivocally false. But Mr- 
i Shannon asserts positively that I have been actually 

usin'* means to keep Students away. I call tor the 
proof' of this charge* For if I had been trying to keep 
' students away, I would ask, why have I not begun 
with my own family?. Why is it thatfourlads have been 
entered by myself and continued the whole of the pre- 
sent session? It is unreasonable therefore, to suppose, 
that if I wished to break dow an Institution, I should 

i •'* m yself continue to patronize it. But a particular in- 

stance is cited in which I actually sent a Student 
home, and would not let him enter the Institution, and 
by these means have broken in on the next Freshman 
Class, apd inflicted, perhaps, a vital blow upon the 
College. This Student is said to be the sonf oi Mr. 
Kernan — Mr. John Mcrea. And what is the proof 
of my having done this deed? Why, hearsay— uo- 
thin» but hearsay— the rankest hearsay— l e. Mr. 
Shannon says , that Mr. Kernan says , that John Mc- 
rae says, that Mr. Hutchison said, go home ’ Now, 
Gentlemen, I am prepared to prove this charge false 
in toto. The next day after I read this charge of 
bavin* sent a Student home, I addressed Mr. John 
Me rea, who is a high minded and honorable young 
man, the following letter and interrogatories, which he 
answered in the presence of Mr. Kernan, and with his 
express permi§sion. Twill here give you the letter, 

■ together . with the interrogatories and their answers, 
• yerbatum: . ,y . ’ L 



« Thi° charge has never been proved. ‘ It is a very serions charge, calculated- 
materially to efffeet the standing and reputation of Mr. Hutchison ; and seeing 
that it has never been proved, and its truth has been denied, he who uttered it, 
occupies a very unenviable position. , 

‘ , 

. • - -• r ■ " ' • — ; • 



t The Step-son of Mr. Kr 













32 



Jackson, (La.) February 6th, 1836. 

Mr. John Me Rea, 

“Please to give me in writing your answers to the 
. following interrogatories. And in doing so, state what 
you know to be the truth, regardless of all consequences 
.Beware of shaping your answers in a matter that will' 
tend either to exculpate or criminate me. I wish you 
to reply to mj interrogatories with as much sincerity as 
you ought to do, if put upon your oath. And if you 
have any doubts with respect to the propriety of my 
request which I hereby make of you, consult some 
one ol age and discretion, previous to your complying 
with it. Your friend and teacher, 

JOHN R. HUTCHISON.” 



“ Question 1. When you came to me at the com- 
mencement of the present session of the College to 
consult me about your studies, did I send you home? 

Answer No. JOHN Me REA. 



"Question 2. Have I at any time during the pre- 
sent session, advised you to stay away from the 
Institution? Answer No. JOHN Me REA. 

'■'•Question 3. Have I had any agency whatever 
in causing you to postpone the commencement of your 
studies? Answer Yes. For this reason— when I 
came to consult you about my entering the Institution, 

I found you were grieved on account of the difficulty 
between yourself and the trustees, and as you stated 
- there would be a meeting of the trustees in a few days, « - 
I resolved to stay away till after the meeting 

JOHN Me REA. 

. ■ ' 

"Question A. Have I not informed you since the 
session commenced, that your class was going on, and 
that I was prepared to receive you into it, if you chose 
to enter the Institution? Answer Yes. 



y , 



JOHN Me Vea . .. 

; Questions. Did I not remark to you at the commence- 
ment of the session, that I consider it improper for me 



ss- : 
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to be talking with' students ' respecting the unpleasant 
difficulties in which I was involved with the Trustees. 
Answer Yes. JOHN Me REA. 

Question 6. Did I not advise you to say nothing to 
any one respecting the said difficulties, because it 
mitffit injure the Institution? Ansiuer Yes. 

° JOHN Me REA. 

: V • . ' • 

“Question 7. Are you aware of my having influ- 
enced any student, or advised or commanded any 
student not to enter the Institution this session? Answer 
jVo. JOHN Me REA. 

~ ’ ¥ 

Gentlemen, you here have my refutation of the 
charge of having kept away this young man. Is it not 

unanswerable? • ■ > ... ‘ . . 

- a , ;* ' .. 

I have thus taken up Mr. Shannon’s communication, 
and examined it piece-meal; and if any member of the 
Board entertains the least suspicion that I have treated 
it disingenuously, he will please call for the reading of 
it. For however much President Shannon may have 
misrepresented me, I wish not to retaliate. And if I 
have said any thing unintentionally false, I am pre- 
pared to make ample apology. For it is part of my 
code of honor, if I have wronged a human being, the 
moment I am convinced of it, to make all requisite 
amends. [ . ■ : ‘ . 

Confidently believing, that all I have said, will meet 
with a fair and impartial consideration, and that if my 
official standing i is proved to have been unjustly as- 
sailed, you will take means to make my honorable 
acquittal, as extensively known as my enemies have 
spread my supposed infamy, and this both for my sake 
and that of the Institution. 

I remain, Gentlemen, 

: Very respectfully, 8c c. 

JOHN R. HUTCHISON. 
Jackson, La. February 24//<, Y 6. 



THE DECISION OF THE BOARD OF THUS 
' TEES IN THE ABOVE CASE. Let those who 
can, fathom its wisdom or sanction its justice. 

"It appearing to the satisfaction of the Board of 
lrust e es of the College of Louisiana, that the con 
duct of Rev John R. Hutchison, Principal of the 
j P aia or J Department, has not been such as to 
advance the interests of the Institution, they feel bound 
to dismiss him from their service. In coming to this 
de ermmation, however, the Board of Trustees acquit 
ir^ni! Ch ^° nofm0raI wron £ as a professor and teach- 
ofLoSkna anitJ ’ W ° f ' desi S n ™S “jury to the College 

lT Dow would such a document as the following read 
spread upon the records of a criminal court: “Mr A 
f hav ' n S been arraigned under the charge of murder' 
A is found innocent, and is acquitted ; but still his 
conduct has been such, that the court and jury feel 
compelled to hang him. Take him sheriff, and hang 
him by the neck until he is dead, and may Heaven 
have mercy on his soul! The Trustees of the College 
of Louisiana acquitted Mr. Hutchison of moral wron° 

be &mSe“ g * ‘ he Col, <* e ’ b "' * P«S 

_ “Be it therefore resolved, that the services of the 
date ” J ° hn K IIutclllS0n be dispensed with from this 



‘Resolved, that the Secretary be directed to draw 
on the treasurer of the College ;of Louisiana, in favor 
of Rev. John R. Hutchison, for the salary of that 
gentleman, up to the close t)f the present quarter.” 

Extracted from the minutes. 



February 25, 1836, 



P. FISHBURN, Secretary. 



